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was severe and critical. It was true in this instance
that the navy was divided against itself. Even in
individual ships there were rival parties striving
for the mastery, and the harbour was a tumult of
ships firing one upon another at close range; it
was scarcely possible to distinguish friend and foe.
By a narrow margin of superiority, the Nationalists
carried the day. Thus were they assured,,at least,
of being able to keep open the nearby civil port
of Vigo for essential supplies of war material and
food.
The communications linking El Ferrol and Vigo
with Burgos and the main Nationalist Front were
no less important than the ports themselves. From
Madrid a general strike had been declared, and the
railwaymen applied it wholeheartedly. General
Mola realised the urgency of the situation ; without
petrol the Nationalist forces were immobile; for
immediate needs the only substantial supplies
available were in the reservoirs at the ports, and
subsequently petrol would have to come from over-
seas. Mola issued a decree ordering the railwayman
back to work. The penalty for non-compliance was
execution without trial. Even in the uncertainty
of the first days of the war, such methods, sub-
stantiated by example, were not slow in proving
effective. The railway resumed activity, and the
Nationalists were able to establish their superiority
over the Government in the mechanised section of
their forces.